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Persecution News
Aims

This session draws on the call of the Holy Father, Pope Francis, in his General Audience on 25th September 2013 
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Overview
Through drawing on the Romans’ inscription of INRI – This is the King of the Jews – meant to ridicule and persecute Jesus – the young people will investigate cases of contemporary Christian persecution. Through looking at the work of Open Doors UK the young people will have information as how to help those who are persecuted for their faith through praying for them. 
Please be aware that these stories shared are about real situations and may shock/disturb young people, caution is advised when leading this session with younger people. Please read through all the stories and select those which you think are appropriate for use with your youth group. 

Opening prayer

Almighty Father, 

You felt the persecution that was shown to Your Son during His Passion. 

Help us to recognise those who are persecuted in Your Name.

Give us the strength to stand up and make a difference in this world

And lead us to become to people you made us to be. 
We ask this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Introduction to session

During this session we will be exploring the Gospel of National Youth Sunday and the reasoning behind the inscription placed above Jesus on the Cross. 
The King of the Jews

It would be useful to read Mark 15:16-20 about the soldiers mocking Jesus. 
“Then the soldier led Him away into the courtyard and called the whole company together. They dressed Him in a purple robe, twisted together a crown of thorns, and put it on Him. And they began to salute Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They kept hitting Him on the head with a reed and spitting on Him. Getting down on their knees, they were paying Him homage. When they had mocked Him, they stripped Him of the purple role, put His clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.”

Ask the young people the following questions about the reading:

· What ways was Jesus persecuted? 
· Why was the name “King of the Jews” meant to be offensive?
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Link to stories

As part of the Body of Christ, we are entrusted with the stewardship of each other. As St Paul reminds us Jesus “holds all things in unity”. With this in mind we are now going to learn about some situations facing Christians all over the world. 

Persecution News Stories

Split the young people into small discussion groups and give them pens and paper. 
Print off copies of the Persecution News stories listed below and also a copy of the National Youth Sunday Gospel (Luke 23:35-43). Ask the groups to look at the similarities in these two stories and after an allotted time feedback as a whole group.
Drawing out 
During the feedback pick out the key similarities between the persecuted Jesus and the persecuted Christians.

Discussion points

· How do these news stories make you feel?

· Was there any element that particularly struck you?

Making a difference and moving forward

Please take some time to browse the Open Doors UK website which has up to date information about issues all over the world and also information as to how you can help Christians around the world. 
Two thousand years on the trials and suffering experienced by the New Testament Church are brought vividly to life by those who face persecution for following Jesus today. Open Doors helps persecuted Christians all over the world. Persecuted Christians can inspire us to get some perspective on the troubles we face, and teach us to hang in there, because if they can do it, so can we.
From the Open Doors Youth Session – Stand Up Stand Out found on their website
The main way you can help is to PRAY!!

Below are the links to recent persecution news and the news story for those links;
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/index.php
Kenya: Pray for Christian witness in Nairobi

23 September 2013
The church in Nairobi has an opportunity to 'reveal the character of Christ' in the aftermath of the attack on the Westgate shopping centre that started on Saturday, says an Open Doors worker who is closely involved with operations in Kenya.

Responsibility for the attack has been claimed by a Somali based al-Qaida linked Al-Shabaab militant group. At least 62 people have been reported dead so far, and at least 175 injured, with over 1000 shoppers led to safety.

A very prominent Christian presence

Open Doors staff reported on Sunday that the situation across the capital and the country remained tense but said that, "there is a very prominent Christian presence in Nairobi and we pray that the church will have the opportunity and the courage to reveal the character of Christ in the midst of these circumstances. We pray that what the attackers meant for evil, God will use for good."

Kenya is number 40 on the Open Doors World Watch List which ranks the 50 countries where faith costs the most. Islamic extremism is an important source of hostility against Christians in Kenya. The high level of violence against Christians or churches is remarkable and much of it has to do with al-Shabaab or al-Shabaab-inspired extremist groups. "There is a real Islamist drive to get Kenya under the African 'House of Islam', like Tanzania and Uganda," the World Watch List explains.

The Open Doors worker said, "We ask supporters around the world to join us in praying for Kenya as the country comes to terms with this horrific attack."
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/stories/kenya_130923.php
Source: Open Doors
Pakistan: Many Christians killed in Peshawar church bombing

23 September 2013
Christians in Pakistan are saying special prayers for the victims of an attack that took place outside All Saints Church in Peshawar on Sunday morning. At least 80 people died and over 120 were wounded in the double suicide bombing, which was carried out by Jandullah, a militant group, linked to the Pakistani Taliban. The attack was carried out, they said, in retaliation for US drone strikes in Pakistan's tribal north-west.

Christians represent about 1.6 % of the population in this Islamic nation, which is 14 on the Open Doors World Watch List. The Christian minority here feels vulnerable to militant attacks, caught between Islamic militant organisations, an Islamising culture and a weak government, with a military complicit in fuelling Islamic militants. Religious minorities have long been one of the militants' targets; recent years have seen increasing sectarian violence between Shias and Sunnis, as well as outbreaks of communal violence in areas where Muslims and Christians live side by side.

The government in Pakistan has announced three days of mourning – but this week will also see demonstrations taking place in major cities. There is a rising sense of hopelessness at the government's apparent inability to prevent such attacks against minority communities. In March, dozens of Christian homes in Lahore were torched by Muslims responding to an allegation of blasphemy.
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/stories/pakistan_130923.php
Source: BBC news; Open Doors

North Korea: American remains in jail

3 September 2013
A Korean American Christian remains in detention in North Korea, after a diplomatic trip by a US Special Envoy to secure his release was rebuffed by the North Korean authorities.
Kenneth Bae was arrested on 23 November 2012 in the North Korean city of Rajin-Sonbong, one of North Korea's special economic zones for foreign investors. Friends and family describe Bae as a committed Christian who wanted to help the North Korean people. Ten months after his arrest, Bae is in bad shape and in desperate need of prayer.

At the time of his arrest, Bae led a tourist group in Rajin-Sonbong. His sudden detention surprised his relatives and others who know him. North Korean prosecutors were quick to charge him with planning an anti-North Korean, religious coup d'etat, setting up bases in China for the purpose of toppling the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, encouraging North Korean citizens to bring down the government and conducting a malignant smear campaign. On 30 April, he was sentenced to 15 years' hard labour.

His family announced in mid-August that Bae had been moved from the camp to a hospital, because his health had deteriorated. He had lost over 50 pounds and was suffering from several health problems, including diabetes, high blood pressure, liver and back problems.

It is difficult to say what the North Korean government wants to receive in exchange for Bae. North Korea has explicitly said that Bae is not a bargaining chip, which North Korea watchers find difficult to believe. The US state department had planned that Robert King, the US Special Envoy for North Korean rights, would arrive in Pyongyang on Friday 30 August and request the discharge of Bae. However, at the last minute the North Koreans let the US government know that King was not welcome in the country.
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/stories/north_korea_130903.php
Source: Open Doors; World Watch Monitor
Syria: Letter to Prime Minister

29 August 2013
On 28 August, Open Doors UK&I sent the following letter to David Cameron expressing concern about the government's plan to debate military intervention in Syria.
Dear Prime Minister
On 9 July, Open Doors - as you know, a charity set up to support Christians facing persecution and based in your constituency - presented a report to Foreign Office Minister Alistair Burt at a Parliamentary meeting that highlighted the particular vulnerability and targeting of the Christian minority communities within the wider Syria crisis.
We have been clear that while an end to the crisis is vital for the sake of all the people of Syria, Open Doors has committed itself to speak up on behalf of the Christians in Syria in particular. That is why I am writing now in the light of the recall of Parliament following last week's awful outrage. You are on record as saying that Britain is a Christian country. I had the humbling privilege of spending time with church leaders from Syria on a visit to Lebanon a few weeks ago. One, completely unprompted, urged me to tell my government how dangerous it would be if the West became militarily involved in the crisis. He said "Through sending arms to our countries and through meddling in our internal affairs what is happening is that the militias and people on the ground see these countries as Christian countries, they don't know any different. They assume that they are sending arms as Christians and so we are the ones that take the brunt of it. They want to revenge themselves on these countries so they take their revenge on the Christians in the country."
I have enclosed a copy of our report. Of course, you will not have time to read it before tomorrow's debate, but I wanted to emphasise one comment that is highlighted in it: Philip Jenkins, Emeritus Professor of Humanities, Pennsylvania State University, said "Any Western intervention in Syria would likely supply the death warrant for the ancient Christianity of the Middle East."
There are many issues to consider as you weigh up the options in responding to this crisis. I have written to ensure that the voice of Christians in Syria is not forgotten, especially as around 100,000 people have now signed our Save Syria petition urging, on behalf of the Christians of Syria, that all those with influence and power do everything possible to protect the lives, livelihoods and freedoms of all the people of Syria. My colleagues recently met a group of church leaders from Syria who were clear and emphatic that the priority for the international community was to support an inclusive Syrian-led political process to find a political solution, and to do their utmost to get all relevant actors at the table to discuss the future of Syria and all Syrians. We want to ask the question: will this process be helped or hindered by any military intervention by the UK and the USA?
We know that Parliament will debate this issue seriously and carefully. We want to assure you of our prayers for you and your colleagues at this vital moment.
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/stories/syria_130829.php
Egypt: Violence against church 'unprecedented'

22 August 2013
Egypt's Christians are facing unprecedented levels of violence, following the military's crackdown on two sit-in protests by Muslim Brotherhood supporters in Cairo on 14 August. 

Losses across the country have been massive, according to Bishop Jeremiah, head of the Coptic Cultural Centre. Seven Christians are confirmed to have died, hundreds have been injured and 17 kidnappings have been reported. At least 73 churches and monasteries and 22 church buildings (including orphanages, schools and Bible bookshops) have been partially or totally burnt down or damaged; 212 private Christian properties have been attacked, looted or set on fire. 

The growing number of attacks is taking an increasing toll on Egypt's Christian leaders. A key church leader in Cairo shares: "Undoubtedly, last week's wave of fierce attacks on Christians in Egypt is shocking and unprecedented. We've always witnessed occasional attacks on churches by radical Muslims in villages or towns; Christian families harassed or forced to migrate from their home towns; and daily discrimination against Christians wherever they live or work. 

"But the systematic violence conducted against the Christians of Egypt over the last few days has left the largest church in the Middle East with a long list of losses - and a number of questions that only God's holy servant Jesus can show us how to answer. 

"In the middle of all this madness, where can we get the energy to love and forgive our enemies? How can we keep softened hearts in an environment that is soaked in hatred and rejection? A divine miracle is needed! 

"How can we leaders reach out and comfort the broken-hearted and wounded over their losses and injuries? How can I help Christians of my country to see the dilemma we live in today through the eyes of the Almighty God, who has a mighty plan for Egypt? Surely He is shaking the country and cleansing it for the great work He is doing and will continue to do!

"May He help us, His children in Egypt, to keep our light shining so we may light the way to eternal life to millions of Egyptians who do not know Him yet." 

Source: Open Doors
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/stories/egypt_130822.php
Before anything was created, he existed, and he holds all things in unity.  Now the Church is his body, he is its head. 


Second Reading 
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