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PATRIMONY COMMITTEE and PATRIMONY SUB-COMMITTEE

ANNUAL CONFERENCE FOR HISTORIC CHURCHES COMMITTEES

Thursday 15th May 2014
at the Windhill Churches Centre, Old Monastery Gardens, Windhill, Bishop’s Stortford CM23 2PE

(Located behind St Joseph and the English Martyrs RC Church.

N.B. There is no parking at the Centre but it is just a short walk from town centre car parks)

and St Edmund’s College, Old Hall Green, Ware, Herts SG11 1DS
This year’s Historic Churches Committees’ Conference will be held on Thursday 15th May starting promptly at 10.30am with coffee and registration from 10am. There will be Mass in the Parish Church at 9.30am for those wishing to attend. Morning talks and lunch will be in the Parish Centre of St Joseph and the English Martyrs Church in Bishop’s Stortford. This impressive facility was built and is run in conjunction with the adjacent Anglican Parish and is an excellent example of a working partnership. Please note there is no parking at the Centre. A map is enclosed showing the local public car parks. Pedestrian access is through the passageway to the immediate right of the Catholic Church.

Following last year’s Conference, we will hear from Charlotte Dodgeon, Programme Manager for the HLF’s Grants for Places of Worship Scheme, one year on from the start of the new HLF scheme. We will then hear from some of the Catholic Parishes that have been successful in securing an HLF repair grant. We will hear how they have engaged with the HLF’s requirements and in particular how they are responding to the need to demonstrate public benefit and public engagement in their project.
In the afternoon there will be a rare opportunity to visit St Edmund’s College, the oldest Catholic school in England and former seminary, being in lineal descent from both the English College, founded in Douai in 1568, and from Twyford School, founded near Winchester in 1685. A coach will be arranged to take delegates from the Parish Centre but if you prefer to drive please mark the booking form where required. The address and postcode of the College are above for you to programme your sat navs! You will be advised where you can park when you get to the College.
In The Douay Hall of the College we will hear some fascinating stories from Fr Peter Harris about the rescue, survival and rediscovery of relics from the Reformation and Recusant times. This will then be followed by an introductory talk by Canon Alan Griffiths about the beautiful A.W.N. Pugin Chapel. After the talks we will see the Chapels and Museum which contain many of the unique treasures (including relics) still held at the College. Tea and biscuits will be available before departure at 4.30pm. The coach will return to Bishop’s Stortford and drop delegates at the railway station or public car park as required.
A dinner will be arranged in Bishop’s Stortford on the Wednesday evening, please tick the box on the booking form if you would like to join us. There are hotels and bed & breakfast accommodation in the town or adjacent to Stansted Airport which is nor far away (check on your favourite website), or you may prefer to stay in London and catch the train out on the day.
Bishop’s Stortford is readily accessible. It is 35 minutes from Liverpool Street Station via the “Stanstead Express” which runs a half hourly service at a standard ticket price and which stops only at Tottenham Hale where it connects with the Victoria line. It is a short walk from the station (approx. 15mins) to the Windhill Church Centre, or you could take a taxi. If coming by car, Bishop’s Stortford is adjacent to Junction 8 of the M11 motorway. Follow A1250 into the town and park in one of the public car parks shown on the attached map.
Closing date for applications is Thursday 1st May 2014. The fee is £50.
Please reply to: Patrimony@cbcew.org.uk 
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