First Sunday of Advent (C)
For the Church: that we may live in the awareness of God’s presence with us today and look to the future with childlike expectancy for the fulfilment of God’s promises.

(Pause) Lord in your mercy.
For all who are gathered here: that Christ may increase our love for one another and help us to be overflowing with generosity toward all who are in need.
(Pause) Lord in your mercy.
For all whose hopes are unfulfilled and whose dreams are dying: that God will inspire them with a new vision and a new opportunity to use their gifts and build up the human family.
(Pause) Lord in your mercy.
For all who are away from home, especially those serving in the military or humanitarian relief services: that their hearts will be renewed and that they may return to their loved ones soon.

(Pause) Lord in your mercy.
For all who are ill, especially those who are facing surgery: that God’s healing Spirit will be with them to strengthen and comfort them.
(Pause) Lord in your mercy.
In the silence of our hearts we offer our personal prayers to the Lord.

(Pause) 

We ask Mary the mother of the Lord and our mother to pray with us. Hail Mary…
